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The Islamic call to prayer in 

calligraphy on a mosque 

Five Pillars of Islam – the five most important tenets of Islam, each one is essential to salvation: 

 Profession of faith or sahara - There is no god worthy of worship except God and Muhammad is ٷ

His messenger – Video: http://www.islamicity.com/Mosque/salat/salat9.asp 

 Daily prayer or shalat – obligatory prayers are performed five times a day and are a direct link ٷ

between the worshipper and God.  As there is no hierarchical authority in Islam, and no priests, 

the prayers are led by a learned person who knows the Qur’ān, chosen by the congregation.  

These five prayers contain verses from the Qur’ān and are said in Arabic; however, personal 

supplication can be offered in one's own language.  Because shalat is transliterated from an 

Arabic word, it has multiple English spellings such as salat, salah, sholat, sholah or shalah.  

Some peoples also know shalat as namaz. 

Prayers are said at dawn, noon, mid-afternoon, sunset and nightfall, and thus determine the 

rhythm of the entire day.  In Islamic countries and communities around the world a “Call To 

Prayer” is sung at each of these times, alerting Muslims to stop what they are doing and begin 

prayer (a translation of the Call to Prayer is included below).  Although it is preferable to 

worship together in a mosque, a Muslim may pray almost anywhere, such as in fields, offices, 

factories and universities.  Visitors to the Muslim world are often struck by the centrality of 

prayers in daily life. 

A translation of the Call to Prayer: 

God is most great.  God is most great. 

God is most great.  God is most great. 

I testify that there is no god except God. 

I testify that there is no god except God. 

I testify that Muhammad is the messenger of 

God. 

I testify that Muhammad is the messenger of God. 

Come to prayer!  Come to prayer! 

Come to success (in this life and the Hereafter)! 

Come to success! 

God is most great.  God is most great. 

There is no god except God. 

http://www.islamicity.com/Mosque/salat/salat9.asp
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 ,Almsgiving or zakat - The Prophet said, 'Charity is a necessity for every Muslim.  'He was asked ٷ

'What if a person has nothing?'  The Prophet replied, 'He should work with his own hands for his 

benefit and then give something out of such earnings in charity.'  The Companions asked, 'What 

if he is not able to work?'  The Prophet said, 'He should help poor and needy persons.'  The 

Companions further asked, 'What if he cannot do even that?'  The Prophet said, 'He should urge 

others to do good.'  The Companions said, 'What if he lacks that also?'  The Prophet said, 'He 

should check himself from doing evil.  That is also charity.' 

 Fast or Ramadan – traditionally believed to be the month when the first verses of the Qur’ān ٷ

were revealed to Muhammad, it is the ninth month of the Islamic calendar and a month of 

fasting.  Intended to teach patience, spirituality, humility, and submission to God, participating 

Muslims refrain from eating, drinking, smoking and sexual relations during daylight hours for 

the entire month.  Those who are ill, pregnant, or physically unable to participate in Ramadan 

may feed a needy person for each day missed.  On the Gregorian calendar, it occurs from July 

20
th

 to August 19
th

 in 2012. 

Hajj – a pilgrimage to Mecca (see pdf on Places) lasting from the 7 ٷ
th

 to the 12
th

 day of Dhū al-

Ḥijjah (the last month of the Islamic calendar).  Every financially and physically abled Muslim is 

to undertake a hajj at least once in his/her lifetime.  Once completed the pilgrim may add the title 

ḥājjī to his name.  This pilgrimage not only requires traveling to Mecca, but involves a series of 

rituals along the way.  According to the Encyclopædia Britannica: 

When the pilgrim is about 6 miles (10 km) from Mecca, he enters the state of holiness and 

purity known as ihram and dons the ihram garments, consisting of two white seamless sheets 

that are wrapped around the body.  The pilgrim cuts neither his hair nor his nails until the 

pilgrimage rite is over.  He enters Mecca and walks seven times around the sacred shrine 

called the Kaʿbah, in the Great Mosque, kisses or touches the Black Stone (Ḥajar al-Aswad) 

in the Kaʿbah, prays twice in the direction of the Maqām Ibrāhīm and the Kaʿbah, and runs 

seven times between the minor prominences of Mount Ṣafā and Mount Marwah.  On the 7th 

of Dhū al-Ḥijjah the pilgrim is reminded of his duties.  At the second stage of the ritual, 

which takes place between the 8th and the 12th days of the month, the pilgrim visits the holy 

places outside Mecca—Jabal al-Raḥmah, Muzdalifah, Minā—and sacrifices an animal in 

commemoration of Abraham’s sacrifice.  The pilgrim’s head is then usually shaved, and, 

after throwing seven stones at each of the three pillars at Minā on three successive days (the 

pillars exemplify various devils), he returns to Mecca to perform the farewell ṭawāf, or 

circling, of the Kaʿbah before leaving the city. 
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Holy War (Jihad) – a call to Muslims to stay true to the faith by waging war in one of four ways: by the 

heart, the tongue, the hand, or the sword.  By the heart refers to fighting a war within oneself against 

Satan in to order to conquer the natural man; by the tongue and hand refers to proclaiming the truth 

of Islam, doing right by others, and standing up against what is wrong; by the sword refers to the last 

resort of waging defensive war against those who would attack Islam and the Muslim people.  The 

word jihad has recently taken on a negative connotation, often being used as a synonym for 

terrorism; however, modern Islam emphasizes the inner struggle and defensive definitions. 

Koran – Arabic, Qur’ān – Islamic scripture believed by Muslims to be the revealed word of God as 

dictated by the angel Gabriel to the Prophet Muhammad between 610 C.E. and 632 C.E.  There are 

114 chapters or sûras arranged in order of length from longest to shortest.  With the exception of 

Sûra 9, each chapter is prefaced with the basmala: “In the name of God, the Merciful, the 

Compassionate.”  This phrase precedes all Muslim religious statements and also begins a letter 

written by Solomon to the Queen of Sheba (Qur’ān 27:30).  Tradition holds that Muhammad did not 

write the scriptures down himself, but rather the text was persevered through perfect oral tradition 

from its revelation to a time when a written form was created to serve as a mnemonic device 

supporting the memorization of the text.  There are three major themes within the Qur’ān: law, 

previous prophets and the final judgment.  These themes are conveyed through a summarization of 

the stories of previous prophets (most of whom are found in the Old Testament, as well as Jesus 

from the New Testament) with an emphasis on the common message that the prophet was sent to 

preach repentance to his people only to be rejected, thus incurring God’s wrath and destruction while 

The Kaʿbah 

The Black Stone 

(Ḥajar al-Aswad) 
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Masjed-e Emām (“Imam Mosque”), Eṣfahān, Iran. 

the prophet and the faithful are saved by God’s mercy.  Furthermore, belief in these scriptures and 

adherence to Koranic law and to the will of God is the only path to eternal salvation. 

Mosque – the Islamic place of worship.  The mosque serves as a place where Muslims gather for 

prayers or salah throughout the day and also serves as a center for information, education, and 

dispute settlement. 

 

Masjed-e Emām: interior 

 

 

 

 

Shaaban – the eighth month of the Islamic calendar (June 21-July 19, 2012).  The 15
th

 day of Shaaban 

is Shab-i-Barat, “The Night of Records.”  Some Muslims believe that, according to Muhammad, this 

is the night when Allah records all the deeds each person must perform during the following year. 
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